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Services and the State of California 
 
The importance of the service sector to the state of California is illustrated vividly by recently-released data from the US Bureau of the Census.  Census 
data show that the services sector employs 80% of the California workforce, in industries such as wholesale and retail trade, transportation & 
warehousing, finance & insurance, real estate, renting, & leasing, professional services, and many others. Services account for 78% of the state's $477 
billion payroll, and represent 75% of the $2.1 trillion in sales from the state's business establishments.   
 

 
Number of 
establishments 

Sales/Revenue/
Receipts 
($1,000) 

Annual 
payroll 
($1,000) 

Number of 
employees 

Wholesale Trade 58,770 655,954,708 39,060,893 811,344 
Retail trade 108,941 359,120,365 37,282,032 1,525,113 
Transportation & Warehousing 100,284 145,236,098 61,995,937 1,164,306 
Information 88,249 136,397,384 51,786,504 1,434,479 
Finance & Insurance 40,740 55,567,699 25,785,770 1,013,925 
Real estate, renting, & leasing 66,568 55,559,669 15,830,563 1,145,536 
Professional, Scientific, & 
Technical Services 42,315 54,377,915 9,543,778 273,899 
Management of Companies & 
Enterprises 19,012 45,507,276 13,129,272 397,266 
Administrative & Support & 
Waste Management & 
Remediation Services 57,177 36,473,144 9,939,702 

405,030 

Educational Services 16,453 26,292,138 9,726,104 287,157 
Health Care & Social Assistance 4,757 7,141,877 19,447,971 267,738 
Arts, Entertainment, and 
Recreation  6,706 4,270,794 1,485,433 62,843 
Accommodation & Food 
Services 20,484 N/A 35,120,863 563,841 
Other Services  45,981 N/A 42,647,825 681,626 
     
Total Services 676,437 1,581,899,067 372,782,647 10,034,103 
Total Industries 795,953 2,118,381,277 476,989,302 12,598,723 
     
SERVICE SHARE OF ALL 
INDUSTRIES  85% 75% 78% 80% 
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