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Services and the State of Colorado 
 
The importance of the service sector to the state of Colorado is illustrated vividly by recently-released data from the US Bureau of the Census.  Census 
data show that the services sector employs 82% of the Colorado workforce, in industries such as wholesale and retail trade, transportation & 
warehousing, finance & insurance, real estate, renting, & leasing, professional services, and many others. Services account for 79% of the state's $67 
billion payroll, and represent 76% of the $298 billion in sales from the state's business establishments.   
 

 
Number of 
establishments 

Sales/Revenue/
Receipts 
($1,000) 

Annual 
payroll 
($1,000) 

Number of 
employees 

Wholesale Trade 7,339 92,092,155 4,789,420 101,108 
Retail trade 18,851 52,226,983 5,595,862 247,264 
Transportation & Warehousing 3,017 4,357,611 1,485,756 47,296 
Information 3,200 N/A 5,090,490 102,169 
Finance & Insurance 9,371 N/A 5,265,862 101,856 
Real estate, renting, & leasing 8,331 6,686,060 1,359,153 47,073 
Professional, Scientific, & 
Technical Services 19,417 20,547,273 8,456,503 155,868 
Management of Companies & 
Enterprises 893 1,092,902 2,024,032 31,502 
Administrative & Support & 
Waste Management & 
Remediation Services 7,235 11,674,341 6,355,448 

258,614 

Educational Services 1,278 722,991 234,289 9,360 
Health Care & Social Assistance 11,629 17,499,334 7,094,913 202,409 
Arts, Entertainment, and 
Recreation  2,110 3,084,694 1,054,988 45,265 
Accommodation & Food 
Services 10,799 8,808,846 2,617,701 206,597 
Other Services  9,742 6,531,599 1,709,224 64,100 
     
Total Services 113,212 225,324,789 53,133,641 1,620,481 
Total Industries 13,7905 297,992,410 66,886,942 1,966,558 
     
SERVICE SHARE OF ALL 
INDUSTRIES  82% 76% 79% 82% 
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