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Services and the State of Illinois 
 
The importance of the service sector to the state of Illinois is illustrated vividly by recently-released data from the US Bureau of the Census.  Census data 
show that the services sector employs 78% of the Illinois workforce, in industries such as wholesale and retail trade, transportation & warehousing, 
finance & insurance, real estate, renting, & leasing, professional services, and many others. Services account for 75% of the state's $186 billion payroll, 
and represent 73% of the $896 billion in sales from the state's business establishments.   
 

 
Number of 
establishments 

Sales/Revenue/
Receipts 
($1,000) 

Annual 
payroll 
($1,000) 

Number of 
employees 

Wholesale Trade 20,520 317,467,059 15,493,128 331,527 
Retail trade 43,022 131,469,518 12,514,264 601,465 
Transportation & Warehousing 9,923 19,329,778 5,936,581 181,908 
Information 5,716 N/A 7,669,139 150,002 
Finance & Insurance 21,802 N/A 20,602,525 348,764 
Real estate, renting, & leasing 12,228 16,942,947 2,977,264 86,853 
Professional, Scientific, & 
Technical Services 36,633 45,533,746 19,945,923 349,039 
Management of Companies & 
Enterprises 2,258 3,479,686 11,183,087 149,076 
Administrative & Support & 
Waste Management & 
Remediation Services 15,136 20,709,933 9,550,591 405,253 
Educational Services 1,928 1,233,194 438,391 18,228 
Health Care & Social Assistance 28,084 52,394,634 22,300,109 661,268 
Arts, Entertainment, and 
Recreation  4,135 5,737,943 1,808,368 72,894 
Accommodation & Food 
Services 24,245 19,072,168 5,227,014 420,801 
Other Services  23,808 16,210,631 4,600,166 177,096 
     
Total Services 249,438 649,581,237 140,246,550 3,954,174 
Total Industries 297,912 895,531,383 185,968,001 5,049,523 
     
SERVICE SHARE OF ALL 
INDUSTRIES  84% 73% 75% 78% 
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