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Services and the State of Kentucky 
 
The importance of the service sector to the state of Kentucky is illustrated vividly by recently-released data from the US Bureau of the Census.  Census 
data show that the services sector employs 73% of the Kentucky workforce, in industries such as wholesale and retail trade, transportation & 
warehousing, finance & insurance, real estate, renting, & leasing, professional services, and many others. Services account for 65% of the state's $41 
billion payroll, and represent 56% of the $244 billion in sales from the state's business establishments.   
 

 
Number of 
establishments 

Sales/Revenue/
Receipts 
($1,000) 

Annual 
payroll 
($1,000) 

Number of 
employees 

Wholesale Trade 4,630 51,838,719 2,536,575 69,192 
Retail trade 16,847 40,062,561 3,827,629 214,192 
Transportation & Warehousing 3,040 8,249,830 2,017,584 67,163 
Information 1,546 N/A 921,919 29,450 
Finance & Insurance 5,841 N/A 2,584,566 68,764 
Real estate, renting, & leasing 3,524 2,470,137 426,014 18,019 
Professional, Scientific, & 
Technical Services 7,503 5,190,416 1,998,857 55,537 
Management of Companies & 
Enterprises 640 351,347 1,710,764 28,675 
Administrative & Support & 
Waste Management & 
Remediation Services 3,580 3,364,067 1,407,040 74,114 
Educational Services 470 258,040 77,089 4,326 
Health Care & Social Assistance 9,635 16,633,446 6,705,258 218,732 
Arts, Entertainment, and 
Recreation  1,223 1,005,610 273,431 16,057 
Accommodation & Food 
Services 6,660 4,908,331 1,397,143 136,442 
Other Services  6,411 3,189,612 904,583 41,469 
     
Total Services 71,550 137,522,116 26,788,452 1,042,132 
Total Industries 85,643 243,628,438 40,900,126 1,418,207 
     
SERVICE SHARE OF ALL 
INDUSTRIES  84% 56% 65% 73% 
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