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Services and the State of North Dakota 
 
The importance of the service sector to the state of North Dakota is illustrated vividly by recently-released data from the US Bureau of the Census.  
Census data show that the services sector employs 74% of the North Dakota workforce, in industries such as wholesale and retail trade, transportation & 
warehousing, finance & insurance, real estate, renting, & leasing, professional services, and many others. Services account for 68% of the state's $6 
billion payroll, and represent 65% of the $35 billion in sales from the state's business establishments.   
 

 
Number of 
establishments 

Sales/Revenue/
Receipts 
($1,000) 

Annual 
payroll 
($1,000) 

Number of 
employees 

Wholesale Trade 1,485 8,806,340 523,198 15,958 
Retail trade 3,433 7,723,945 729,605 41,342 
Transportation & Warehousing 17 14,161 2,587 101 
Information 389 N/A 254,729 7,703 
Finance & Insurance 1,520 N/A 466,989 13,085 
Real estate, renting, & leasing 670 463,572 63,600 3,396 
Professional, Scientific, & 
Technical Services 1,309 871,152 353,641 10,972 
Management of Companies & 
Enterprises 97 23,768 76,968 2,164 
Administrative & Support & 
Waste Management & 
Remediation Services 798 541,206 195,894 11,401 
Educational Services 78 41,636 14,234 952 
Health Care & Social Assistance 1,584 3,027,796 1,348,233 47,960 
Arts, Entertainment, and 
Recreation  385 242,898 44,506 3,540 
Accommodation & Food 
Services 1,765 854,656 244,609 26,166 
Other services  1,724 584,934 163,325 9,785 
     
Total Services 16,236 24,203,098 4,711,054 202,527 
Total Industries 19,274 34,647,998 6,375,016 250,229 
     
SERVICE SHARE OF ALL 
INDUSTRIES  84% 70% 74% 81% 

SALES/RECEIPTS/REVENUE

Non-
services

Services

70%

30%
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services

74%
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