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Services and the State of South Dakota  
 
The importance of the service sector to the state of South Dakota is illustrated vividly by recently-released data from the US Bureau of the Census.  
Census data show that the services sector employs 77% of the South Dakota workforce, in industries such as wholesale and retail trade, transportation 
& warehousing, finance & insurance, real estate, renting, & leasing, professional services, and many others. Services account for 73% of the state's $7 
billion payroll, and represent 64% of the $40 billion in sales from the state's business establishments.   
 

 
Number of 
establishments 

Sales/Revenue/
Receipts 
($1,000) 

Annual 
payroll 
($1,000) 

Number of 
employees 

Wholesale Trade 1,329 7,845,096 445,439 14,973 
Retail trade 4,249 9,601,175 903,550 49,152 
Transportation & Warehousing 997 904,994 195,726 7,529 
Information 460 N/A 236,547 8,003 
Finance & Insurance 1,849 N/A 775,719 23,413 
Real estate, renting, & leasing 829 377,363 67,979 3,553 
Professional, Scientific, & 
Technical Services 1,568 934,637 321,032 10,426 
Management of Companies & 
Enterprises 126 181,407 167,855 3,147 
Administrative & Support & 
Waste Management & 
Remediation Services 893 489,700 198,452 9,920 
Educational Services 81 15,790 5,114 374 
Health Care & Social Assistance 2,085 3,467,289 1,607,630 53,868 
Arts, Entertainment, and 
Recreation  576 361,537 82,718 5,492 
Accommodation & Food 
Services 2,203 1,226,459 326,341 32,226 
Other services  1,827 599,347 158,463 8,755 
     
Total Services 19,072 26,004,794 5,492,565 230,831 
Total Industries 23,057 39,565,087 7,274,278 290,163 
     
SERVICE SHARE OF ALL 
INDUSTRIES  83% 66% 76% 80% 
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